
Instructions for Absentee Voters
(Unregistered, Challenged or Incomplete Registration)

         Step 1. You must have a witness to vote by absentee ballot. Your witness may be anyone who is registered to vote in Minnesota  
              including your spouse or another relative, or they may be a notary public or person with the authority to administer oaths.

Step 2. Completely fi ll out the voter registration application. 

Step 3. Show your witness your proof of residence in the precinct. The witness should mark the proof shown on the ballot return 
envelope. Any of the following may be used as proof of residence: 

  a.  a valid Minnesota driver’s license, permit or identifi cation card; a receipt for any of these forms that contains your 
current address; or a tribal identifi cation card issued by the tribal government of a tribe recognized by the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs that contains your name, address, signature and picture;

  b.  the signature of a registered voter (voucher) who lives in your precinct; if your witness is registered to vote in your 
precinct, your witness may also vouch for you; 

  c.  if you live in certain residential facilities, the signature of an employee of the facility; 
  d.  a notice of late registration sent to you by the county auditor or city clerk;
  e.  a current valid registration in the same precinct;
  f.  one document from the list in (i) and one photo ID from the list in (ii): 
    (i) A. an original bill for telephone, television, or Internet provider services, regardless of how those telephone, television 

or Internet provider services are delivered, or an original bill for gas, electric, solid waste, water, or sewer services, that: 
   1. shows the voter’s name and current address in the precinct; and
   2. has a due date within 30 days before or after the election day.
 A rent statement from a landlord that itemizes utility expenses and meets the requirements of this paragraph is an original 

utility bill for purposes of providing proof of residence; or 
     B. a current student fee statement that contains the student’s valid address in the precinct; and
     (ii)   a Minnesota driver’s license or identifi cation card, a United States passport, a United States military identifi cation 

card, a student identifi cation card issued by a Minnesota postsecondary educational institution, or a tribal identifi cation card 
issued by the tribal government of a tribe recognized by the Bureau of Indian Affairs, United States Department of the Interior, 
that contains the individual’s signature. 
  

Step 4. Show your witness the unmarked ballot(s).

Step 5. Mark your votes according to the instructions on the ballot(s). Mark your ballot(s) in private.  If you have a disability or 
are otherwise unable to mark the ballot(s), you may ask your witness to assist you. Make sure you do not vote for more 
candidates than allowed for any offi ce, since this will prevent your votes for that offi ce from being counted. If you make an 
error when marking your ballot, you may request a new ballot from the election offi cial from whom you received your ballot. If 
you cannot request a new ballot, completely erase any errors and remark your ballot. Do not put any identifying marks on the 
ballot.

WHEN PARTISAN PRIMARY RACES ARE ON THE BALLOT: If you are voting in a partisan primary, you may only vote for the 
candidates of one party on the partisan portion of the ballot. Voting for candidates not within the same party will prevent the 
entire partisan portion of your primary ballot from being counted. 

Step 6. Fold and place all voted ballots in the ballot secrecy envelope and seal the envelope.  Do not write on the ballot secrecy 
envelope.

Step 7. Place the ballot secrecy envelope and your completed voter registration application into the ballot return envelope and 
seal the envelope. 

Step 8. Print your name and address on the back of the ballot return envelope unless a label with your name and address has 
already been affi xed. Sign your name. The name, address, and signature of your witness are also required. 

Step 9. Insert the ballot return envelope into the mailing envelope and seal it. 
Step 10. Return your ballot by mail or an express service to the address on the mailing envelope, allowing enough time to be 

delivered by election day. You may also deliver it in person by 5:00 p.m. on the day before election day or have another 
person return your ballot by 3:00 p.m. on election day (this person cannot return ballots for more than three voters).
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